RWI Phonics: Year 1 PSC
(Phonics Screening Check)

Tuesday 4th February 2020
Teach a child to read and keep that child reading
and we will change everything.
And I mean everything.
Jeanette Winterson

Please make sure you have
signed in and helped
yourself to a drink.

Introduction to understanding Phonics

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/find-a-book/read-write-incphonics--1/

How to pronounce pure sounds

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/find-a-book/readwrite-inc-phonics--1/

Daily Phonics Lesson
•

•

•

•

We use Read Write Inc Phonics at Epsom Primary School. The
daily 1 hour phonics lesson sees children from Reception-Y2
split into 10 groups that each work at a different level and ensures
the reading and writing opportunities are matched to the
children’s current level.
The first part of every lesson is the Speed Sound lesson. This
introduces children to a new sound from the set they are working
within. They also will review sounds previously taught. They will
practice reading words with the new speed sounds as well as
speedy words. Then they will apply the new sound into
spelling.
Within their group children will be accessing the same text from 35 days. Working with the same text allows children to develop
fluency and confidence and to dive deeper into a text.
Children are assessed each half term to track the progress
made and to ensure they move rapidly through the RWI
programme.

RWI steps to reading a word

When reading words we ask children to follow our 3 steps:
1. Special Friends

chess

2. Fred Talk

chess

3. Read the word

chess

Speed Sound lesson: ow (blow)
MTYT – ow
Picture – blow the snow
Oral blending – snow slow growing borrow
Picture/ Grapheme - ow blow the snow/ ow
Speedy sounds – find today’s special friends
New green words – ow (fred buttons/without)
Review words – special friends, fred talk, read the word
Fred in head – say sounds in head, read out loud
Speedy – can your child increase their speed of
reading familiar words

Alien words – what’s the point of nonsense
words?
These are words that are phonically
decodable but are not actual words
with an associated meaning. Pseudo
words are included in the phonics
check specifically to assess whether a
child can decode a word using
phonics skills and not their memory.
Alien words should only be used once
and then they go in the bin…
‘What a load of nonsense!’

Red words (Tricky words)
Red words (tricky words) are the words that are not
phonically decodable. However these words are needed
to access texts.
Some red words can later become green words once
your child has learnt the new way a sound can be
presented.

Multi-Syllabic words
As your child moves through the RWI
programme they will be exposed to multisyllabic words.
We support the children in breaking down a
word into parts (syllables) and continue to
use special friends, fred talk and read the
word.
How could you support your child in reading
the following words?

happiness

playtime

forgot

conversation

arrow

wishing

What is the Phonics Screening
Check?
The Phonics Screening Check is meant to show how well your child can
use the phonics skills they’ve learned up to the end of Year 1, and to
identify pupils who need extra phonics help.

The PSC consists of 20 real words and 20 non-words your child will read
1-1 with a familiar adult. These words will follow the phonics rules your
child has been taught. These words combine simple word structure and
more complex word structures. The non words will have an alien beside
them to let your child know it is a nonsense word.
The Y1 PSC will be administered the week beginning Monday 8th June
2020. All pupils in Y1 will take the screening check. Your child will be
score against a national standard. This is not set until after the check has
been administered but the over the last few years children have needed
to get 32 out of 40.
If your child falls below the national standard they will receive extra
phonics and retake the PSC in Year 2.

Role of Parents
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Spend 5-10 minutes listening to your child read every day.
Read stories to your child that will capture their imaginations and broaden
their knowledge.
Support your child in learning the sounds in Set 1,2 & 3.
Red words – ensure your child is able to read these by sight.
Vocabulary – finding & understanding new and interesting words
Fluency – encourage your child to develop their fluency as a reader.
Understanding of the text – recall of facts, what does it imply?
Move from reliance of pictures to reading the words.
Range of genres – fiction/ non fiction, poetry, information, instructions.
Revisit or re-read a text.
Read books by the same author and discuss similarities and differences.

Resources

Parent resources to access at home:
Read Write Inc - https://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/find-out-more/parents/
Oxford Owl - https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/
Phonics play - https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/

Question Time

